
 
 

 

 

 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,  

 

Lutheran Chaplaincy Outreach (LCO) is one of the ministries that 

we help support financially. LCO provides funding for Pastor 

Cindy Breed to serve as the ELCA chaplain at the University of 

Iowa Hospitals and Clinics (UIHC). She has been a chaplain there 

since 1997. Chaplain Cindy is a dedicated and compassionate 

Lutheran pastor who provides comfort, reassurance, and hope to 

patients and families there. 

 

Pastor Breed was a recent speaker at the Women of the ELCA's 

Cluster 8 meeting. Her words were so good that we thought that 

they should be shared with all of you: 

 

Some thoughts about hospital visitation: 

 

We all have a role in providing care to people who are 

hospitalized.  

 

Pray for the patient, their family, and medical caregivers. 

 

Do practical things: provide meals for the family, and for the 

family and patient when the patient returns home, mow their lawn 

or shovel snow; babysit; clean their house. 

 

If you are thinking about visiting the hospital (or the home), here 

are some guidelines: 

 

1. Don’t assume a face-to-face visit is best. Sending cards or 

emails are less intrusive. Visits and phone calls may come 

at a bad time (person is at a procedure or doesn’t feel 

well). Call before a visit so the patient can prepare (rest). 
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2. When you enter the room, look around at the cues as to 

what is going on. How does the patient look? (relaxed, 

pained, tired, alert). What is the mood of the room? (don’t 

assume what the mood will be). Are there other visitors 

there? (a lot of people can be very tiring for a patient). Use 

those cues to determine length of visit. It might only be 10-

15 minutes long. 

3. If you are the patient or family member, don’t hesitate to 

tell the visitor when it is not a good time to visit, or when 

it’s time for them to leave. 

4. Observe universal precautions. Wash your hands (or use 

alcohol rub). Notice signs outside of the room that indicate 

the need for isolation gowns, masks, and/or gloves. Do not 

visit if you are sick (or wear a mask). 

5. Don’t sit on the bed or bump it—jostling the patient might 

be painful for them. 

6. Don’t wear too much perfume. Be careful about bringing 

fragrant flowers. Some places, like intensive care units, 

might prohibit flowers or plants. 

7. It’s OK to talk about “normal” things. Talk about everyday 

life, what is going on with you. 

8. Don’t expect the patient to “entertain” you, like squeezing 

your hands. They need their energy to rest and to heal. 

9. Sometimes the most important ministry is when the patient 

goes home. Don’t forget about the patient when they have 

a long recovery. 

Remember: God is present with you as you care for others. Be 

open to the way the Holy Spirit is working in and through you. 

You are God’s voice, and hands, and love. 

 

Some thoughts about ministering to the sick or the grieving: 

 

 



Things NOT to say: 

1. God doesn’t give us more than we can handle. (message: 

God doesn’t love me.) 

2. It is God’s will or God has a plan. (message: God did this 

to me.) 

3. Everything happens for a reason / There is a lesson God 

wants you to learn. (message: I need to find the reason or 

the lesson.) 

4. God needed him more than you did / God needed another 

angel. (message: God is selfish.) 

5. I know what you feel. (message: Your feelings are more 

important than mine.) 

6. It is the cross that you need to bear. (message: Didn’t Jesus 

die on the cross?) 

7. She is at peace now. (message: But I am not.) 

8. They are no longer in pain. (message: I am selfish for 

wishing they were still here.) 

9. Let me know if you need anything. (message: I am not 

going to hear from you for a while.) 

10. They wouldn’t want you to be so sad. (message: I am not 

handling this correctly.) 

When we say or believe these things, what is really happening? 

1. We are ignoring their needs as we try to say something to 

make us feel better, believing that somehow we have 

helped them. 

2. We are denying the person the right to be human, to feel, 

to question, to be angry, to grieve. When a person is 

devastated by grief or emptiness, the last thing they need is 

advice or a denial of what they are experiencing. 

3. The most powerful key to any care giving, the most 

important thing to acknowledge or literally say, are the 

words: 



“I acknowledge your pain. I am here for you.” 

It is not for you to do anything but stand with them, suffer with 

them, listen to them. 

 

This requires no training, no special skills, no expertise, only the 

willingness to be present with a wounded soul, and to stay 

present, as long as is necessary. 

 

May Worship Schedule 
Sundays in May 

  8:00 a.m. Prayer time in the Parish Hall  

  8:45 a.m.  Sunday School (May 6, 13, & 20) 

  9:00 a.m. Adult Bible Study in the Parish Hall (May 6, 13 & 20) 

  9:15 a.m.  Choir will practice & sing at Worship (May 20 & 27)  

10:00 a.m.  Worship 
  New Member reception (May 6) 
  Now the Feast and Celebration and Senior Recognition

   (May 13) 

 

Wednesdays in May 

 7:00 p.m. Women’s Bible Study 

 

May 6  4:00 p.m. Recital with Gyehyun Jung and accompanist 

May 18-19 Southeastern Iowa Synod Assembly at Coralville Marriott 

 

Congregation Council and 

Church Finance Notes 
The Congregation Council will meet at 7 p.m. on Thursday, May 17, 

2018. Minutes to the Council meetings are posted on the bulletin board 

in the church narthex (entryway). The most recent approved council 

meeting minutes follow the financials below.  

 

Financials: (through April 24, 2018)  

 Giving $62,374.08 

 Expenses  $78,055.85 

 Mission Support 0.00 

 NET LOSS ($15,681.77) 

 



You are encouraged to attend any of our church committees’ meetings. 

Even better would be to join one of our committees. All committees 

meet in the lower level of the church unless otherwise stated.  

 

Swedesburg Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Congregational Council Meeting 

March 15, 2018 

 

Present: Karl Krueger, Cathy Thurman, Wayne Rodgers, Ray Meth, 

Johanna Crawford, Al Olson, Stacy Speidel, Jackie Brawner, Pastor 

Mark. 

 

Absent:  Glenn Graf, Lisa Kempf, Julie Ostby, Alex Peterson. 

 

Guest:  Chloe Ward. 

 

Correspondence:  A card of thanks from Olson family (Julie Ostby) 

was passed around. 

 

Host for the evening was Johanna Crawford. 

 

I. Devotions.  Johanna opened the meeting, reading from I 

Chronicles 29:1-8,16-19 and from Christ In Our Home. 

 

II. Financials, Budget, Minutes, Pastor’s Report 

The financial reports as presented by the Treasurer and Finance 

Secretary were reviewed and discussed.  There were questions 

regarding copy machine maintenance.  Karl stated he would email 

Monte for clarification regarding copier maintenance.  Motion made by 

Ray and seconded by Wayne to approve the financials as printed.  

Motion carried. 

 

No memorial Secretary report given. 

 

The minutes of the February 15, 2018 Council meeting were 

distributed and reviewed.  One correction adding Al Olson as present 

was identified.  Al made a motion to accept the minutes as amended 

and seconded by Cathy.  Motion carried. 

 

Pastor Mark presented an oral report of his activities for the previous 

month.  Activities included leading Sunday worship, midweek Lenten 



worship and book study, youth group meetings and activities, young 

adult Bible study, committee meetings, and hospital and shut in visits.  

He stated a goal to be invitational and welcoming when he sees 

someone he does not know.  He encouraged all to adopt that goal.  

Motion made by Stacy and seconded by Wayne to accept Pastor’s oral 

report.  Motion carried. 

 

III. Committee Reports and Recommendations 

A. Audit - none. 

B. Cemetery - none. 

C. Christian Education/Youth - reported that VBS will be held 

July 23-27 with EWALU staff leading the week.  Preschoolers will be 

taught by church volunteers using EWALU programming.  Sunday 

School will sing in church on Palm Sunday. 

D. Evangelism - Minutes from March 13th committee meeting 

were distributed with activities highlighted and explained by Stacy.   

E. Finance - none. 

F. Mutual Ministry - none. 

G. Nominating - none. 

H. Property/Parish Improvement - an organizational meeting will 

be held on March 22nd at 7 pm to establish officers.  Karl will create 

an agenda for additional topics. 

I. Social Ministry - A meeting was held directly preceding the 

Congregational Council meeting.  Noemi Gonzalez presented her 

proposal to start a backpack program in Mt. Pleasant and asked for any 

amount of financial support.  In addition to this effort, the social 

ministry committee has authorized providing milk money and p.e. 

clothes to the area schools.  There will be a food drive in April, with 

monetary gifts requested.  A brunch will be held after church on May 

6th with free will offering collected to continue funding projects. 

J. Stewardship - none. 

K. Tanzania - This Sunday there will be a presentation in church 

regarding the January visit and there will be a potluck following 

church.  The congregation will have an opportunity to help narrow 

down projects for the next visit this summer.  Planning for this trip is 

ongoing. 

 

L. Worship and Music - Minutes from the March 6th meeting were 

distributed and examined. 

 



It was moved by Al and seconded by Wayne to accept the committee 

reports.  Motion carried. 

 

IV. Bible Study.  The Council read the text for the evening which 

was John 12:20-33 and Pastor led us in the discussion of the reading. 

 

V. Old Business. 

A. 2016-17 Goals 

1. Defibrillators - Stacy reported the AED device has been 

ordered; coordination with Shelley VanDorin for installation 

and accessibility.  Pastor Mark, Mary, and one congregant will 

attend the training session.  SELC will purchase extra battery 

and 2 sets of pediatric pads. 

2. Emergency Plan - in progress. 

3. Walkway Lights - Deferred to Property Committee. 

B. Landscaping - Deferred to Property Committee. 

C. Mailbox - Deferred to Property Committee. 

D. Parish Hall Wall Hangings - Karl will contact Fred Roth by 

phone to request a firm timeline and/or set a deadline for completion. 

E. Church Insurance - Monte is still working on quotes.  Al 

brought up a question regarding liability for rental of facilities. 

F.  Blood Drives - 19 units of blood were collected at the last blood 

drive.  Next drive will be in Olds in April.  The next drive at SELC will 

be on July 10th. 

G. Straw Poll of Projects - Deferred to Property Committee.  

Signage on the highway will have to be at church’s expense and put on 

private property. 

 

VI. New Business. 

A. Anniversary Items for Sale - Permission to put items into 

storage.  It was suggested by Jackie to distribute anniversary items to 

new and/or prospective members. 

B. Cabinetry Woodwork - The front panels of the cabinetry in the 

church basement are shrinking.  Sleepy Hollow will be contacted as to 

how to repair. 

C. Basement Noise Reduction - Paul Humphries suggested cloth 

wall hangings would absorb sound.  Karl will meet with Ryan 

Kinenberg next week regarding wall acoustic tiles.  After information 

is gathered, a request for designated giving could occur. 

D. Copier - Information and a bid for a new copier was distributed 

and discussed.  Questions were raised regarding owning or leasing and 



where funds come from to purchase/lease the copier.  Monte will be 

consulted. 

 

VII. Adjournment and Prayer.  It was moved by Stacy and 

seconded by Wayne to adjourn the meeting.  The meeting concluded 

with the Council joining hands and praying the Lord’s Prayer in 

unison. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Jackie Brawner for Lisa Kempf, Secretary 

 

We Are Swedesburg Lutheran 

Keith & Lana Zihlman 
I grew up on a farm 1 ½ miles east of Swedesburg. Was baptized and 

confirmed at SELC. Lana grew up on a farm west of Mt. Pleasant, was 

baptized in the Congregation Church in Salem. She joined SELC when 

we were married in 1970. 

 

God blessed us with two children, a girl and a boy, who were both 

baptized and confirmed at SELC. Then God blessed us with a 

daughter-in-law and son-in-law and five grandchildren. 

 

Over the years we have both served on various committees of SELC. 

Taught Sunday School, greeters, readers, ushers, communion 

assistants, prayer chain and I served on Church Council. 

 

After attending Cursillo in the early 80’s we both felt God calling us to 

a closer walk with him, through scripture reading, prayer and service. 

Also, a fuller awareness that we are all members of Christ’s body, 

depending on each other for prayer, support and encouragement. Part 

of the worship service that speaks to and for our hearts is the Call to 

Prayer – The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise: all my hope 

comes from God. The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise; God, the 

well-spring of life. 

 

New Members 
We will receive new members on Sunday, May 6

th
. If you are 

interested in becoming a member of Swedesburg Evangelical Lutheran 



Church please let Pastor Mark know. His phone number is 319-631-

8564. 

 

Gyehyun Jung Voice Recital 
Please join us on Sunday, May 6, at 4 p.m. as our organist shares 

another one of her gifts, singing! Besides her organ studies, Gyehyun is 

currently pursuing a Doctor of Musical Arts in voice performance of 

the University of Iowa. This summer, Gyehyun will be an apprentice 

artist with the Miami Music Festival. We will be receiving a freewill 

offering at the recital to help her pay for the expenses that she will 

incur in her apprenticeship.  

 

Luther League Fundraiser 
Please remember to bring your empty beverage cans and bottles to the 

boxes in the west entry of the church. This is an ongoing fundraiser for 

our Luther League.  

 

The Water, The Witness 
This is the theme for the Southeastern Iowa Synod Assembly that will 

take place on May 18 & 19 in Coralville. It is being encouraged for 

churches to bring a special offering to the assembly to help fund ELCA 

(Evangelical Lutheran Church in America) water projects throughout 

the world. There is a blue bucket in the narthex (east entrance) of the 

church for donations for this worthy cause. Our goal is to raise $500. 

 

Social Ministry Committee’s Spring Brunch 
On Sunday, May 6 immediately following worship, the Social Ministry 

Committee will be serving a Spring Brunch at the Parish Hall. The 

meal will include fruit, French toast, breakfast casseroles, and baked 

goods (sweet rolls, coffee cake…) coffee and orange juice. A freewill 

offering will be received. Because of the brunch, there will be no 

Coffee Cart that day.  

 

Sunday School News 

Spring is FINALLY here and we are going to take full advantage for 

our spring service project!  Parents - Please have your children dress 

in older clothes that can get dirty on May 6
th

.  The kids will be 

working outside that morning, planting flowers and picking up litter in 

the cemetery.  



We are wrapping up our last few lessons in May, studying the Great 

Commission.  The last day of regular Sunday School is May 20
th

, 

which will be our traditional year-end P-A-R-T-Y and last hurrah for 

our Sunday School “graduates” Jon Viev Whitaker and Catrina Sells, 

who will be starting confirmation next fall.  We’ll have snacks and 

games that morning, as well activities for kids after worship for any 

parents who want to stay for the Young Adult bible study. 

 

Note: Roller-skating has been postponed until fall. 

 

Looking ahead to next year, we’ll be using the DIG IN program 

centered on discipleship.  Digging Into Discipleship brings a fresh 

approach to 

growing a 

lifelong 

relationship 

with God. As 

kids explore 

God’s character throughout the Bible, God transforms them from the 

inside out. Kids discover what it means to reflect the heart of God in 

everyday life. 

 

VBS - JULY 23-26
TH

.  This year, we 

have invited staff from Camp EWALU to 

join us for VBS.  We’ll keep to a similar 

schedule, but counselors from EWALU 

will lead the kids through Bible Study, 

Crafts, Music and Games.  The theme ties 

to the ELCA Youth Gathering theme, 

THIS CHANGES EVERYTHING.   
 

Volunteers will be needed to help decorate on July 22
nd

, serve food, 

assist with the preschool group, coordinate registration, help with pre-

VBS publicity and possibly provide daytime meals and/or 

transportation to EWALU counselors.  PLEASE CONTACT EMILY 

KANN as soon as possible if you are interested in helping or know 

of any teens who would like to volunteer.  Also, donations for VBS 

are greatly appreciated as our costs are anticipated to be higher this 

year.  
 



PARENTS – Pre-registration is highly recommended.  The number of 

staff and materials provided by EWALU is dependent upon the number 

of pre-registered VBS attendees.  Look for registration forms in the 

narthex and on the church website by the end of this month.  Invite 

cousins, grandchildren, school mates, nieces, nephews… any child age 

3 to completing 5
th

 grade. 
 

EWALU Campership: Thanks to your generosity with the March 

noisy offering, we are able to offer camperships to any child attending 

summer camp at EWALU! The campership will be 25% of the 

registration fee, regardless of which program/session selected.  Contact 

the church office if interested. 
 

Quick Reminders At A Glance: 

● May 6
th

 - Service Project in SS (wear old clothes!) 

● May 20
th

 - Last Day of Sunday School Party 

● July 22
nd 

- Decorate for VBS 

● July 23-26
th 

- VBS at Parish Hall 

● July 29
th 

- VBS participants sing at church 

● September 15
th 

- Evening “welcome back” activities at Parish 

Hall, followed by Rally Sunday 

● September 23
rd 

- Regular Sunday School Resumes 

 

Invitation 
We hope you will stop by the Sunnybrook lounge anytime from 1-3 

p.m. on Friday, May 25
th

 to wish Vicky Bergstrom a happy 96th 

birthday! 

 

We are looking forward to seeing you there. 

Vicky’s family 

 

Women of the ELCA (WELCA) 
Thanks to everyone who assisted with sewing this spring and with 

providing personal care kits. WELCA packed 13 boxes with 103 quilts, 

8 boxes with 56 personal care kits and one box of 25 bars of soap. 

Thanks to Ray Meth for delivering all the boxes to Cedar Rapids! 

 

  



Social Ministry Spring Food Drive 
Thank you to everyone for contributing monetary donations to the 

Social Ministry Spring Food Drive. Through April 22 we have 

collected $335! 

 

Worship & Music 
Shown below is our weekly attendance and offerings: 

April 8 95 April 15 107 April 22 94 

 

The general offerings by week are shown: 

April 8 $5,530.50 April 15 $1,880.00  April 22 $3,498.00 

 

Women’s Bible Study 
Wednesday Evening Book Study group will be starting a new study in 

May at 7 p.m. on Wednesday's in the lower level of the church. We 

have connected by computer if you would like to join us but can't come 

in person. The new study is: I Know His Name Discovering Power in 

the Names of God. By Wendy Blint a writer with Proverbs 31 Ministry. 

This new study runs through May 23. Wendy will help us realize our 

infinite worth as we explore the nature of God who created and formed 

us. Seeing God as a personal God who sees us, hears us and knows us 

by name. Wendy will give us tools to pray more confidently and 

effectively in any situation or circumstances. We will learn about the 

Old Testament names of God. This is a five week study. Please join us, 

Peggy can get you a book. We praise God we can meet and learn. 

 

In June the study will be Max Lucado’s book Anxious for Nothing. Be 

sure to watch for the June newsletter for the schedule of this study. 

 

ELCA Youth Gathering 
6 youth and 3 adults (Julie Ostby, Mike Sharp, and Pastor Mark) will 

be going to Houston on June 27 – July 1, where we will join over 

30,000 other youth and sponsors. Our days will include a day of 

service, an afternoon with others from southeastern Iowa, and a day 

filled with interactive learning and games. Our evenings will be a 

combination of worship and special speakers.  

 

The youth are thankful for all of your support through our bake sale, 

Easter breakfast, and Lenten donations! The youth will give temple 



talks on May 6 & 13, with the opportunity to help raise the remainder 

of the costs of the trip. 

 

Seeking Graduate Information 
Please contact the church office with information regarding this year’s 

high school and college graduates before 5 p.m. May 10. Graduate 

recognition will be held on May 13, 2018. We will print the list of 

graduates with SELC connections in the June newsletter. The church 

office email is: office@swedesburglutheran.org or call 319-254-2216. 

Thanks for your help by providing your family’s graduation 

information. 

 

Young Adult Group 
Join us right after church on May 20 as we continue our study of the 

book of James. This time we will cover chapter nine.  

 

Graduation Invitation 
Lydia Youngquist, Pastor Mark’s daughter, will be graduating from 

Iowa City West High School on May 26. You are invited to the 

graduation open house for Lydia at Christ the King Lutheran Church, 

325 Mormon Trek Blvd. in Iowa City, on Sunday, May 27 from 2:00 – 

5:00 p.m.  

 

Radio Sponsorship 

Our radio sponsors for May: 

  6 Monte & Emily Kann 

13 Craig & Peggy Grothe 

20 Glenn & Lynn Graf 

27 Bea Tolander 
Thank you for sponsoring the radio broadcast. Opportunities remain to 

sponsor the radio broadcast during the coming months. One week may 

be sponsored at $50. Please sign up on the sheet in the narthex 

(entryway). 

 

If you like to listen to our worship services, you may really enjoy 

listening to a shortened service each Sunday morning at 11:30 a.m. on 

the radio at 105.5 KILJ FM.  

 

mailto:office@swedesburglutheran.org


Our entire hourly weekly worship service may be listened to on the 

church website: www.swedesburglutheran.org. Click on “weekly 

worship services” and then select “Launch Media Player”. Click on the 

weekly service you wish to listen to. Only a couple of month’s 

recordings are kept on this site at one time. 

 

Each month’s church newsletter is available on our website: 

www.swedesburglutheran.org. Click on “calendar”, then “newsletter”, 

and then click any month to read it. If you move addresses or would 

like to have someone added or taken off our mailing list just contact the 

church office. Each change of address costs the church 59 cents.  

You may find the church calendar on the church website. Changes are 

made to it as they occur. Check out our website!  

 

Thank you’s 
Dear Pastor and members: 

We are so grateful for your sharing the proceeds from your annual 

Smorgasbord with LSI and your Iowa Neighbors. With your generous 

donations totaling $1,150.00, hundreds of children, adults, and families 

are on the path to hope and healing. 

With gratitude, 

Jason Lee, Vice President of Philanthropy and Church Relations 

LSI (Lutheran Services in Iowa) 

 

Dear Friends: 

We recently received your gift of $300 to Lutheran World Relief. 

Thank you! I’d like to share with you one way your support is making 

a big difference. 

Just like me, I’m sure you’ve been praying for the people of Syria. 

Years of ongoing conflict have left the country in shambles, with many 

people struggling for daily survival. High on the list of needs for the 

people of Syria is a daily staple: bread. 

 

With your support, LWR is able to work inside Syria, helping repair 

and renovate bakeries in two areas of the Aleppo district. Those 

bakeries will go on to provide affordable, daily bread to more than 

80,000 people. 

 

http://www.swedesburglutheran.org/
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That’s just one example of how your gift helps alleviate suffering 

around the world. I hope you will visit our website (lwr.org) to learn 

more about the great work you make possible.  

 

On behalf of LWR, our partners and those we serve, please accept my 

thanks for your generous support and partnership. May God bless you! 

Warm regards,  

Daniel V. Speckhard, President and CEO 

Lutheran World Relief 

 

Your kindness has a way of touching lives…making days a little 

brighter, and problems seems a whole lot smaller. It’s people like you 

that make the difference in this world. 

 

Thank you so much for your generous donation! 

The Family Connection Staff 

 

Dear Friends at Swedesburg Lutheran Church: 

Thank you so much for your generous gift to Camp Ewalu. This is a 

time of year for preparation. At Camp Ewalu we prepare for summer 

by recruiting staff, completing curriculum and filling registrations. We 

clear trails and repair winter’s damage to our buildings. All the time we 

work here we know that the God’s work is what endures. We may take 

a branch off a trail or fix a leaky roof; but God provides what lasts. 

God has made this special place and touched hearts like yours to assure 

the sustenance of the ministry that happens here. 

 

“I know that whatever God does endures forever; nothing can be added 

to it, nor anything taken from it; God has done this, so that all should 

stand in awe before him. “ Eccl. 3:14 NRSV 

Your gift will be a blessing to this ministry that will help sustain and 

expand Camp Ewalu’s ability to reach both young and old. Providing 

those whom we touch with an opportunity to deepen their faith journey 

and relationship with our Creator, by time spent in this special place in 

God’s creation. May God continue to bless you as you have blessed the 

ministry of Ewalu. 

Thank you for blessing us with your gifts, 

Clark Baldwin, Executive Director 

Ewalu Camp & Retreat Center 

 



Thank you for your generous donation to the Fellowship Cup. We 

appreciate all of your support throughout the year. 

Grace & Peace, 

Ken Brown, Executive Director 

The Fellowship Cup 

Dear Swedesburg Lutheran Church members: 

Thank you so much for your donation of $300 to the Community 

Action of Southeast Iowa for community needs. 
 

Because of people like you who care, we are able to make life better 

for families who are in crisis. 
 

Thank you for caring about families who are in need. 

Sincerely, 

Sheri Wilson, Executive Director 

Community Action of Southeast Iowa 

 

Dear Swedesburg Lutheran Church: 

This time of year always brings a sense of anticipation and excitement. 

It’s a time filled with hope, as we continue to celebrate Christ’s 

resurrection and spring points to new life and possibilities.  
 

I experience that same sense of hope with every contribution Mosaic 

receives. Your gift of $300 to Mosaic in Axtell in support of Partners in 

Possibilities will help those possibilities come to life for the people we 

serve. Thank you for your support. 
 

Mosaic was founded in the Church, and our work is a ministry of 

service. We value your partnership.  
 

May you find satisfaction and joy knowing that you have made a 

difference for others. 
 

We are most grateful! Your generous partnership truly impacts live. 

Blessings, 

Pastor David deFreese 

Mosaic 

Dear Swedesburg Members: 

Thank you for the greeting card and Chamber Bucks for Secretary’s 

day. I am blessed to work Swedesburg Lutheran Church. I appreciate 

your thoughtful gift very much! 

Mary McLerran, Church Office Secretary  



 

Happy Mother’s Day! 
Mother’s Day is a time to celebrate the strong, loving women in your 

life. At Lutheran Services in Iowa (LSI), we see thousands of Iowa 

moms through their journey to build the brightest future for their 

children.  

 

We see moms turning to LSI’s Mental Health or Behavioral Health 

Intervention Services to ensure their child is receiving the coping skills 

and behavioral supports they need to thrive. In our Early Childhood 

Services, we see young first-time moms who are eager to join our 

parenting education classes and support groups. In 2016, LSI’s Early 

Childhood programs provided support to 552 first-time parents. We are 

so inspired to hear their stories and see their hard work pay off as they 

raise our next generation.  

 

As you celebrate Mother’s Day this year, remember how many Iowa 

moms are being empowered because of your support. If you are 

looking for a way to honor your mother this year, please consider 

giving a gift in her name at LSIowa.org.  

 

Thank you for standing alongside our Iowa families. 

 

Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to the love of Jesus 

Christ through compassionate service. LSI is an affiliated social 

ministry partner of the Iowa congregations of the ELCA (Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in America) and a member of LSA  (Lutheran 

Services in America). We proudly serve people of all ages, abilities, 

religions, sexes, gender identities, national origins, ethnicities, races, 

and sexual orientations. Learn more at LSIowa.org and 

Facebook.com/LSI.iowa. 
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“LSI has been a Lifesaver” 
No parent should feel alone or hopeless when it comes to caring for 

their children’s health. But those emotions were common for Judy four 

years ago.  

 

It started when her son began seeing a litany of different doctors and 

specialists. Judy needed to coordinate his many appointments and 

medications, but it was difficult to keep track while still caring for her 

three other children as a single parent.  

 

Judy found LSI’s Pediatric Integrated Health services, which were a 

shoulder for her to lean on. Judy’s LSI worker, Wyndolyn, coordinated 

medical appointments and counseling sessions. When Judy’s daughter 

required an Individualized Education Program (IEP) at school, 

Wyndolyn was there to keep in contact with the school and attend IEP 

meetings with Judy. When Judy’s child began attending school at LSI’s 

Bremwood Residential Treatment Center, Wyndolyn checked on him 

and provided updates to Judy. Wyndolyn also helped Judy to set up 

respite care through LSI’s Services for People with Disabilities. Now, 

Judy can get a much-needed break while her children receive quality 

care from an LSI respite provider.  

 

“We’re one team now, we’re on the same page,” Judy says. “LSI has 

been a backbone for me when I wanted to give up. Wyndolyn talks to 

me when I’m stressed and ready to call it quits. She’s really an 

advocate for my family. LSI has been a lifesaver.”  

 

Invite Your Friends 
Invite a friend to church …this is the main way that churches grow. 

Postcards are available on the cart outside Pastor Mark’s office, which 

you may use to send an invitation to a friend, co-worker, family 

member, neighbor… 

 

SELC Acquires AED 
We all hope and pray nothing bad ever happens to our church or 

anyone associated with it. However, we recognize that there are 

opportunities to serve our congregation and the community of 

Swedesburg in case of emergency. As part of emergency planning, the 

church recently worked with Henry County Public Health to acquire 

funding for an AED. 



What is an AED? An AED, or automated external defibrillator, is a 

device that checks a person’s heart and delivers an electric shock if it 

has stopped beating normally. It is used to help those experiencing 

sudden cardiac arrest. 

  
Why does SELC need an AED? The American Heart Association 

(AHA) recommends that AEDs be “available in public and/or private 

places where large numbers of people gather.” Swedesburg receives 

emergency services through Mount Pleasant and the approximate 10 

mile distance delays emergency care. An AED will allow for more 

immediate care to be rendered until an emergency care team arrives. 

Multiple scientific studies have shown that the sooner treatment is 

started the more likely it is that a person will survive. Early treatment 

with AEDs have been shown to double the rate of survival compared to 

situations where only CPR is provided. 

  
Where is the AED located? The AED has been installed on the South 

wall of the west church entrance so that it is easily accessible in case of 

emergency.  

  
Who can use the AED? In general AEDs are easy to use, and will 

even give verbal instructions to the rescuers. However, people with 

training will be familiar with the necessary procedures in the case of a 

cardiac arrest. Pastor and Mary recently completed the Heartsaver 

CPR/AED course at Henry County Health Center. Mary is compiling a 

list of individuals within the congregation who have completed the 

training. If you have already taken the Heartsaver CPR / AED Course, 

please provide this information to Mary so she can add you to the list. 

  
Everyone in the congregation is welcome to take the Heartsaver CPR / 

AED. There are upcoming classes offered at Henry County Health 

Center. The dates of the upcoming classes are: 

  

May 8th from 3:00 pm – 7:00 pm 

June 12th from 2:00 pm – 6:00 pm 

July 31st from 3:00 pm – 7:00 pm 

September 25th from 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm 

October 23rd from 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm 

November 13th from 9:00 am – 1:00 pm 

December 18th from 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm 

  



The classes will be in the Danny Eversmeyer Training Center at Henry 

County Health Center. The cost for the course is $45.00. You can bring 

payment the day of the class. Contact Dan Walderbach at 319.385.6555 

or Maureen Ewinger at 319.385.6528 to register. 

 

 

 

Swedish Museum Pancake Breakfasts 
The annual Swedish Museum pancake breakfasts hosted by Swedish 

American Museum and Historical Society will be held twice this 

summer: June 2 and July 7 at the Parish Hall, 201 Academy Avenue in 

Swedesburg. Swedish pancakes with lingonberries, korv, ham, 

homemade pastries, juice and coffee are on the menu. The food will be 

served from 8 to 11 a.m. 

 

 

 

Swedish Museum Midsommar 
Midsommar 2018 hosted by the Swedish American Museum and 

Historical Society: Join us Sunday, June 24 at 7 p.m. for an evening of 

Swedish music and dancing, as we celebrate our Swedish heritage. 

Refreshments served after the program. Freewill donation. Bring the 

kids, fun for all ages, at the Parish Hall, 201 Academy Avenue in 

Swedesburg. 
 

 

 

Used Eyeglasses and Hearing Aids 
There is a box in the entryway of the church to collect used eyeglasses 

and hearing aids to be recycled through the Lions Club. They will be 

gathered by the Washington Lions Club. All glasses will be donated to 

groups going to other countries. Hearing aids will be reused if they are 

of sufficient quality or recycled for parts and reused. Lions of Iowa 

Hearing Aid Bank assists many low income Iowans obtain services 

they would not be able to afford. 

  

https://www.facebook.com/SwedesburgSwedishAmericanMuseum/
https://www.facebook.com/SwedesburgSwedishAmericanMuseum/


May Anniversaries 
We wish to offer these couples a happy anniversary: 

  5  Monte and Emily Kann 

  5  Cragon & Jean Caboth 

  7  Dwight and Kelly Hultquist 

14  David and Shannon Sells 

20 Michael and Karla Kerr 

20 Derek and Tina Mullin 

27  Todd and Susan Johnson 

27 Dave and Becky  

               Rauenbuehler 

30  Tom and Sharon Miller 
 

Please help the church office update their records by submitting any birthday, 

anniversary or any other corrections. Thank you. 

 

 

May Birthdays 
We wish the following people a very happy birthday: 

  2 Anthony Kemp- 

     LaBarbera 

 Hailey Ryan 

  3 David Hult 

     Keith Zihlman 

  4 Cragon Caboth 

    Tyson Unkrich 

  5 Mary Lee VanEgdon 

    Emily Stout 

  6 Sawyer Fulton 

 David Lindeen 

     Eric Lindeen 

 Tina Mullin 

     Dan Peterson 

  8 Kailey Emerson 

 Owen Niemann 

11 Mary Lou Rodgers 

    Ralph Sandeen 

12 Craig Grothe 

     Kristina McArtor 

13 Helen Mullin 

14 Joel Brown 

    Dan Hanze 

     Katelyn McArtor 

15 Andrea Speidel 

16 Jan Towne 

 Jennifer Wagner  

 JonViev Whitaker 

18 John Chrisinger 

19 Matthew Tolander 

24 Teresa Cluney 

    Brett Johnson 

    Darci Zoss 

25 Vicky Bergstrom 

     Steve Emerson 

26 Kathleen Klopfenstein 

27 Linda McGohan 

28 Hannah Zihlman 

29 Eldon Beichter 

30 Cindy Gott 

 Dave Merrifield 

    Hallie Sandeen 

 Marjorie Tolander 

31 Brenda Gott 

  



 
We continue to pray for all our church members throughout the year. 

Each week we will pray for about five church families. Please pray 

in May for: 
 

 

May 6: 

Duayne & Michelle Hultquist 

Dwight & Kelly Hultquist, Katelyn White & McKenna  

   White 

Stephanie Hummell & Joseph LaBarbera, Michael  

   LaBarbera, Anthony Kemp-LaBarbera, Aurora Hummell  

   and Vincent LaBarbera 

Paul & Megan Jacobson and Cadon 

Brett Johnson 
 

 

May 13: 

Brian Johnson 

Daniel Johnson 

Emily Johnson 

Gary Johnson 

Marie Johnson 
 

 

May 20: 

Mark Johnson 

Todd & Susan Johnson and Leah 

Brandon & Renae Jones, Jaxton, Oliver and Scarlet 

Robert & Sara Jones 

Monte & Emily Kann, Isabel & Ella 
 

 

May 27: 

Larry & Carole Kaufman 

Mark & Mary Ann Kaufman, Fotini, Margaret and  

     Christina 

Kris & Michelle Kelley 

Trever Kelley 

Tyler Keller

 



 

 

PRAY FOR: 
 ELCA missionary Rev. Brian Palmer in Liberia, supported by this 

congregation.  

 

 for Bishop Mjema of the Pare Diocese, Pr. John Kinkoro and 

people of Ngaeni Lutheran Parish, our partner congregation in 

Tanzania.  

 

 friends and loved ones experiencing health concerns. 

 

 

BIRTH: 
 Harlyn Alayne Anderson was born to Taylor and Amy Anderson 

of Cedar Falls on April 18, 2018. Harlyn was welcomed home by 

her sister Leighton and brother Maxwell. Her Grandparents are 

Ed and Leanne Anderson of Nashua. Great Grandparents are 

Arvid and Joan Anderson. Congratulations! 

 

 

THANKS ARE DUE . . . 
 to each committee that meets and provides support to the office 

personnel to keep the church running smoothly. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please remember that Confirmed church members need to commune 

and have a contribution on record by the end of 2018 in order to be 

eligible to vote at the next annual meeting. By signing your name on 

the friendship pad, you confirm that you have communed during that 

worship service.  
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